Introduced by Council Member Carter and Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2015-388
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING TYANNA ELISE JONES FOR HER OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCES ON AMERICAN IDOL SEASON 14 AND FINISHING IN THE TOP FIVE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Tyanna Elise Jones began singing in the church choir at the age of five and considers music her best friend. A native of Jacksonville, she is the middle sibling of eleven children and says there is never a dull moment at home. She currently attends Westside High School and her favorite subject is math; and


WHEREAS,
on January 29, 2015, Miss Jones, a junior at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts wowed the judges at the last auditions for American Idol Season 14 with her rendition of “Wings,” by the British girl group Little Mix. She earned her gold ticket to Hollywood to compete among 200 contestants in the elimination rounds; and


WHEREAS, over the next few months, Tyanna captivated the hearts of thousands across America with her powerful vocals and her genuine humbleness that is attributed to her family overcoming homelessness for a month due to financial hardships, a situation that she says helped make her a stronger person. Even close friends were unaware of Tyanna’s living situation because every day she wears a smile and exudes happiness and positivity. It is Tyanna’s faith, vibrant and magnetic personality, and total support of her family and friends that gives her confidence to keep doing what she loves; and
WHEREAS, the journey to becoming the American Idol brought new challenges each week as Tyanna Jones performed one hit after another while gaining the knowledge and experience of a lifetime from notable artist, producers and coaches. She performed Olly Murs' "Dance With Me Tonight" and "Try" by Colbie Caillat which advanced her to Showcase Week. She sang "Love on Top" by Beyonce" during the Top 24 and "Rockin' Robin" by Bobby Day during the Top 16. Tyanna was voted into the Finals and performed "Wings" by Little Mix during the Top 12. She advanced into the Top 11 where she sang "Tightrope" by Janelle Monae and "Circle of Life" by Elton John. During the Top 9, Tyanna performed "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)" by Whitney Houston and "Mr. Know It All" by Kelly Clarkson for the Top 8. For the Top 7, she performed "Stay" by RIhanna feat. Mikky Ekko and was voted into the Top 6. For the Top 6, she performed "Why Do Fools Fall in Love" by Frankie Lymon & The Teenagers and "Proud Mary" by Creedence Clearwater Revival and advanced to the Top 5; and


WHEREAS, For the Top 5, Tyanna performed "Party in the U.S.A." by Miley Cyrus and "Heaven" by Bryce Williams and although she was eliminated finishing in 5th place over all, she secured a spot in the American Idol Live Tour due to perform across the country over the summer. Additionally, on July 15, 2015, the tour comes to Jacksonville and Tyanna with her costumed style accented by her melodious voice, and beaming smile will perform for her hometown fans; and

WHEREAS, Tyanna Elise Jones is on the path to stardom, she has proven to be an awesome young lady full of life, natural talent and generosity. It is remarkable that all she wants to do is keep performing so that she doesn’t stop inspiring people; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby applauds Tyanna Jones for overcoming circumstances, keeping the faith, having fun, following her dreams, and being an inspiration to fans, young and old. The Council extends its best wishes as she continues to follow her dreams and make Jacksonville proud, and encourages all citizens to continue to support Tyanna Jones throughout her career.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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